
 

Community Conversation on Education 
February 20, 2026 | 9:00 – 10:30 a.m.  

Discussion Notes

GAPS and BARRIERS Identified in our Community in the Area of Education by Community 

Conversation Attendees 
 

Early Education  

● Early childhood education not 

available to all families 

● Affordable and quality programs 

aren’t accessible 

● No legislation on early education up 

to age 6 

● No curriculum for pre school 

 

K-12 Education

● Not enough Substance abuse 

prevention programs 

● Combating stigma of not being 

college-bound 

● Generational trauma 

● Lack of comprehensive sex 

education in schools 

● Trades not being promoted 

● Mental health 

● 3-5th graders experiencing issues 

previously experienced in middle 

school 

● Affordability for after school programs 

for working class income (not lowest 

income) 

● Difficult to recruit and retain high 

quality teachers 

● Lack of funding for K-3/K-6 

therapeutic settings 

● Middle and high school barriers for 

parents to connect 

● Language barriers 

● Workforce challenges – awareness of 

career options in middle school 

● Transportation – hard to get to after 

school programs, jobs, activities 

● Small application pool of teachers, 

especially in special education 

● Special education costs more 

● COVID issues – anxiety 

● Decreased fine motor skills 

● Facilities – can’t build fast enough 

● Bus driver shortage 

● Food insecurity 

● Lack of resources for parents to 

better understand opportunities for 

high schoolers (dual enrollment, 

applying to college, tech college) 

 

 

 

 



WPS Community Conversation on Education 

February 20, 2026 

Page 2 of 3 
 

 

 

 

Higher Education

● Reading problems are the beginning 

of a lifelong struggle 

● Marketing existing programs – hard to 

get information to students and 

young adults 

Adult Education 

● Losing income if they are taking 

advantage of resources 

● Barriers in connecting the dots of 

understanding how 

education/certification can connect 

to jobs 

● Grants rely on measurable outcomes 

that are hard to measure because 

outcomes take so much time 

● Participants are tired and lack time 

● Understanding the populations 

● Lack of transportation 

● Mental health resources are slow 

● Furthering education can be 

expensive 

● Difficult to communicate available 

resources – the message makes the 

difference! 

● Lack of confidence – many don’t feel 

like they can do it 

● Bad experience with education 

● “Forgotten adults” 

● Empathy, not sympathy needed to 

help 

● Predatory Lenders 

●  

 

OPPORTUNITIES Identified to Address These Issues by Community Conversation Attendees 
 

Early Education

● Affordable, accessible, available 

support for parents 

● National Children’s Advocacy 

Center, Huntsville Learning Center, 

Second Mile, Village of Promise 

● Community collaboration to 

empower parents 

● Generational impact – empower 

parents to impact the next 

generation 

● Nonprofit and church partnerships 

● Enhance the first three months of 

Kindergarten to cover gaps from 

early education or lack of it 

● Parenting classes (NACA Healthy 

Parents program) 

● Village of Promise Baby University 

● PR Campaigns – students in Pre-K 

programs go to school more 

prepared socially and academically 
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K-12 Education

● Promote trades as great options 

● Fund Programs already tackling 

options such Boys and Girls Club of 

North Alabama, MADD or other 

programs already in schools 

● ESL Programs 

● Teach life skills 

● High school career tech programs 

● Recruit and retain high quality 

teachers 

● Awareness campaigns across 

different communities 

● New ways to share resources 

● Funding schools for workforce 

opportunities such as site visits 

● Make after school programs more 

than play 

● Prevention programs for substance 

abuse 

● Exposure to trades and college both 

as options after high school  

● Transportation programs to get 

students and parents to the resources 

that are offered 

● Volunteer opportunities and 

programs for students 

● Meet parents where they are 

● Cohesive awareness campaigns that 

consider parents working multiple 

jobs, single parent homes, 

unconventional work schedules 

● Mentoring opportunities 

● Full time parent/school coordinators 

 

Higher Education 

● CAP and GOWN Project 

● Two generational approach (Aspen 

Institute) 

● AUM 

● K-Tech 

● Women’s Economic Development 

Council 

● Vine Counseling 

● Christian Job Corps 

● UAH 

● Space and Rocket Center 

● Charity Tracker 

● Network at Community Connections 

 

 

 

Adult Education 

● Operational grants to get adequate 

staff 

● Contract with Uber drivers 

● Staff development programs to 

better understand clients 

● Therapist on staff 

● Partnerships with universities like 

Calhoun 

 

 


